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Model students:
Area teacher sold
on team-learning
process
By COLLEEN FREYVOGEL

Ray Trybus, a science teacher at Portage
Area High School, is partial to Peer-Led
Team Learning.

“In the Peer-Led Team Learning (model)
there are some students who will get
things quicker and they will help direct the
other students,” he said.

Peer-Led Team Learning (PLTL) is an
approach that provides an active learning
environment, creates leadership
opportunities and engages the instructor in
a new way of teaching, Trybus said.

In his teaching model, Trybus introduces a
lesson topic at the beginning of a class.
Then, his students are expected to follow
directions and engage in hands-on activities to learn that lesson.

For the past five years, he has used this model to introduce his lessons. The teaching model is
widely used in high schools and colleges around the country.

“The reason I like it is because I think it’s more engaging to the students and it gets them
actively involved in learning the materials,” he said. 

“Instead of just sitting back and going through lecture discussions, they are interacting with the
concepts and learning from that interaction.”

Trybus said the idea behind the model is to have students retain knowledge instead of
memorizing the material.

“Sometimes they do not even realize that they are retaining the material,” he said. 

“With the PLTL approach, it locks it in better for them, and it becomes a part of them.”

Sheridee Wills, 16, said Trybus takes a different approach to teaching than most of her
instructors.

Wills, a junior at Portage Area, said many classes are lecture-based and require a lot of note
taking.

“This class, you absorb it,” she said. “With this, you have it right in front of you and you’re
absorbing (the information) by reading it. 

“Hands-on work helps you absorb the material and reinforce it.”

She said Trybus’ course was difficult for her initially because she was not used to the class
format.

“I learned that his way of teaching is a lot better for me because I am learning how to learn on
my own,” Wills said. “It was hard at first, but now it is helping me with all of my other classes.”

Breanna Kunko, 16, a junior, said Trybus is preparing them for college.

“You learn how to study on your own,” she said.

Karla Schrist, 16, also a junior, said she has learned to be self-reliant through Trybus’ style of
teaching.

“You don’t have to worry about second-guessing yourself,” she said. “He helps you find the
answers on your own.”

Junior Courtney Maloney, 17, said she has incorporated the study methods from Trybus’ class

 Johnstown, PA

43°F
CLICK FOR MORE WEATHER

 

Alfes Home Vet Care
Arbutus Park
Retirement Community
Autobahn Auto Sales
AXA Advisors, LLC
B&B Floral
B&L Wine Cellars
Beaverdale Fire Co. /
Monday Bingo
Benevolent and
Protective Order of

 Premium Jobs

 Premium Homes

3 BR/1 BA Single Family.
Built in 1993, 14'x70'
mobile home on
Permanent Foundation
on …more »

4708 ELTON ROAD. 1st fl,
LR, Kit, Bsmt w/ Laun.
Off-Str Pkg.
814 341-6971  or 539-

4948, …more »

Find a Home  

http://tribune-democrat.com/

https://classadz.vdata.com/JohnstownCirc/SelectOption.aspx
http://tribune-democrat.com/
http://tribune-democrat.com/sports
http://tribune-democrat.com/features
http://tribune-democrat.com/societytwo
http://tribune-democrat.com/editorials
http://tribune-democrat.com/localcolumnists
http://tribune-democrat.com/classifieds
http://tribune-democrat.com/multimedia
http://omnipixel.blogspot.com/
http://knopsnyder.blogspot.com/
http://tribune-democrat.com/tv
http://tribune-democrat.smugmug.com/
http://tribune-democrat.com/newstips/x1523228810/The-Tribune-Democrat-News-Tips
http://www.johnstownmag.com/
http://tribune-democrat.com/obituaries
http://tribune-democrat.com/newstips/x1523228810/The-Tribune-Democrat-News-Tips
http://www.tribdemnie.com/
http://www.tribdemnie.com/contests/morleysrun/
http://tribune-democrat.com/circ/x703122847/Make-Your-Black-Friday-into-a-GREEN-Friday-Rules
http://tribune-democrat.com/fuel
http://www.heroesweremade.com/
http://bizfinder.tribdem.com/
http://tribune-democrat.com/breastcancer
https://classadz.vdata.com/JohnstownCirc/SelectOption.aspx
https://classadz.vdata.com/JohnstownCirc/SelectOption.aspx
http://tribune-democrat.com/
http://tribune-democrat.com/sports
http://tribune-democrat.com/features
http://tribune-democrat.com/societytwo
http://tribune-democrat.com/editorials
http://tribune-democrat.com/localcolumnists
http://tribune-democrat.com/localcolumnists
http://tribune-democrat.com/classifieds
http://tribune-democrat.com/multimedia
http://omnipixel.blogspot.com/
http://knopsnyder.blogspot.com/
http://tribune-democrat.com/tv
http://tribune-democrat.smugmug.com/
http://tribune-democrat.com/newstips/x1523228810/The-Tribune-Democrat-News-Tips
http://www.johnstownmag.com/
http://www.johnstownmag.com/
http://tribune-democrat.com/obituaries
http://tribune-democrat.com/newstips/x1523228810/The-Tribune-Democrat-News-Tips
http://www.tribdemnie.com/
http://www.tribdemnie.com/contests/morleysrun/
http://tribune-democrat.com/circ/x703122847/Make-Your-Black-Friday-into-a-GREEN-Friday-Rules
http://tribune-democrat.com/circ/x703122847/Make-Your-Black-Friday-into-a-GREEN-Friday-Rules
http://tribune-democrat.com/circ/x703122847/Make-Your-Black-Friday-into-a-GREEN-Friday-Rules
http://tribune-democrat.com/fuel
http://www.heroesweremade.com/
http://www.heroesweremade.com/
http://bizfinder.tribdem.com/
http://tribune-democrat.com/breastcancer
http://findnsave.tribune-democrat.com/
http://findnsave.tribune-democrat.com/Circulars
http://tribune-democrat.com/coupondeals
http://findnsave.tribune-democrat.com/Local-Ads

http://d6673sr63mbv7.cloudfront.net/archive/x1448031695/g0002580000000000001734abd4e64308881a47d85cd9181b6cfd8bf2f7.jpg

http://tribune-democrat.com/features
http://weather.cnhionline.com/fw.php?usr=tribunedemocrat
http://weather.cnhionline.com/fw.php?usr=tribunedemocrat
http://findnsave.tribune-democrat.com/Local-Ads/a-481824/Alfes-Home-Vet-Care/35027201?ptype=localads%7clist%7cadvlist
http://findnsave.tribune-democrat.com/Local-Ads/a-451819/Arbutus-Park-Retirement-Community/35161828?ptype=localads%7clist%7cadvlist
http://findnsave.tribune-democrat.com/Local-Ads/a-451819/Arbutus-Park-Retirement-Community/35161828?ptype=localads%7clist%7cadvlist
http://findnsave.tribune-democrat.com/Local-Ads/a-448689/Autobahn-Auto-Sales/35161829?ptype=localads%7clist%7cadvlist
http://findnsave.tribune-democrat.com/Local-Ads/a-470672/AXA-Advisors-LLC/35081410?ptype=localads%7clist%7cadvlist
http://findnsave.tribune-democrat.com/Local-Ads/a-453558/BandB-Floral/35161863?ptype=localads%7clist%7cadvlist
http://findnsave.tribune-democrat.com/Local-Ads/a-504452/BandL-Wine-Cellars/35081421?ptype=localads%7clist%7cadvlist
http://findnsave.tribune-democrat.com/Local-Ads/a-514422/Beaverdale-Fire-Co-Monday-Bingo/35185580?ptype=localads%7clist%7cadvlist
http://findnsave.tribune-democrat.com/Local-Ads/a-514422/Beaverdale-Fire-Co-Monday-Bingo/35185580?ptype=localads%7clist%7cadvlist
http://findnsave.tribune-democrat.com/Local-Ads/a-448410/Benevolent-and-Protective-Order-of-Elks-175/35101926?ptype=localads%7clist%7cadvlist
http://findnsave.tribune-democrat.com/Local-Ads/a-448410/Benevolent-and-Protective-Order-of-Elks-175/35101926?ptype=localads%7clist%7cadvlist
http://tribunedemocrat.classifieds.neighborsink.com/pa.php?view=single&adid=15337517&siteid=tribunedemocrat
http://tribunedemocrat.classifieds.neighborsink.com/pa.php?view=single&adid=15337517&siteid=tribunedemocrat
http://tribunedemocrat.classifieds.neighborsink.com/pa.php?view=single&adid=15337517&siteid=tribunedemocrat
http://tribunedemocrat.classifieds.neighborsink.com/pa.php?view=single&adid=15337517&siteid=tribunedemocrat
http://tribunedemocrat.classifieds.neighborsink.com/pa.php?view=single&adid=15337517&siteid=tribunedemocrat
http://tribunedemocrat.classifieds.neighborsink.com/pa.php?view=single&adid=15337517&siteid=tribunedemocrat
http://tribunedemocrat.classifieds.neighborsink.com/pa.php?view=single&adid=15333923&siteid=tribunedemocrat
http://tribunedemocrat.classifieds.neighborsink.com/pa.php?view=single&adid=15333923&siteid=tribunedemocrat
http://tribunedemocrat.classifieds.neighborsink.com/pa.php?view=single&adid=15333923&siteid=tribunedemocrat
http://tribunedemocrat.classifieds.neighborsink.com/pa.php?view=single&adid=15333923&siteid=tribunedemocrat
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=Chx26LyF5UvflHInzqgG58oGICKWC19QDAAAQASDFg-4bUNOKzq0DYMner4j0o8AQyAEC4AIAqAMByAOdBKoE1gFP0PX5QKoyxRr4pCWfkZj64HmshAZby37szi_fKwoASvmq_ldYh_oXdDc4vgf9jCaFW4zbk7oKV1LHYNeqV_UwThmX5lTJkiITHjMPX50aZ7kDNsk_ZJPh5MAOa5h7IpgsGyoqQVQCJmeu0VVVloFRyNHM1MwDfd4RNFxkTu34U0IX_pbqDFr7sdGy0NcIPx5z4P5PjIFHQ3CkC3tGfo5Bf0cqXjEEqPHgHpbVbDFmw3pTw86iam1-CsHMMXmEHNsuXxvtGgYcF_fbbCjPg6Iumc_uwAAR4AQBoAYU&num=0&sig=AOD64_2Y5hRKbz-YD5wKLoO__-PjhemF-g&client=ca-pub-6838072463740860&adurl=http://www.recflooring-america.com/
http://findnsave.tribune-democrat.com/Local-Ads/a-481824/Alfes-Home-Vet-Care/35027201?ptype=localads%7clist%7cadvlist
http://findnsave.tribune-democrat.com/Local-Ads/a-451819/Arbutus-Park-Retirement-Community/35161828?ptype=localads%7clist%7cadvlist
http://findnsave.tribune-democrat.com/Local-Ads/a-448689/Autobahn-Auto-Sales/35161829?ptype=localads%7clist%7cadvlist
http://findnsave.tribune-democrat.com/Local-Ads/a-470672/AXA-Advisors-LLC/35081410?ptype=localads%7clist%7cadvlist
http://findnsave.tribune-democrat.com/Local-Ads/a-453558/BandB-Floral/35161863?ptype=localads%7clist%7cadvlist
http://findnsave.tribune-democrat.com/Local-Ads/a-504452/BandL-Wine-Cellars/35081421?ptype=localads%7clist%7cadvlist
http://findnsave.tribune-democrat.com/Local-Ads/a-514422/Beaverdale-Fire-Co-Monday-Bingo/35185580?ptype=localads%7clist%7cadvlist
http://findnsave.tribune-democrat.com/Local-Ads/a-448410/Benevolent-and-Protective-Order-of-Elks-175/35101926?ptype=localads%7clist%7cadvlist
http://tribune-democrat.com/subscriptions



Model students: Area teacher sold on team-learning process » Features » The Tribune Democrat, Johnstown, PA

http://tribune-democrat.com/features/x519122654/Model-students-Area-teacher-sold-on-team-learning-process[11/5/2013 11:48:57 AM]

Maps, Menus,
Store hours,
Coupons, and
more...

Find a business 

Location 

Popular Searches
Restaurants in johnstown
Tires in johnstown
Telecommunications in
johnstown
Pizza Restaurants in
johnstown
Beauty Salons in
johnstown
Government in johnstown

Click for More 

into her other classes.

“It’s good because you can figure it out for yourself,” she said. “If you have questions, instead
of asking a teacher, you can find it yourself.”

One way Trybus includes hands-on learning is through the use of microscopes and laptop
computers.

Students in his anatomy and physiology classes and biology courses use technology to teach
themselves.

Trybus has 14 digital microscopes and 20 laptop computers available to students for their
lessons.

“This age group I love because you can really sink your teeth into the subject matter,” he said.
“They are now at the stage in their lives where they are blossoming as thinkers.

“We can go beyond the fundamentals,” Trybus said. “They are at that stage when some of them
really start to take off.”

Digital microscopes, worth about $1,500 each, have internal cameras that allow students to
take pictures of their slides. With the digital images, students are then able to import the
photographs into a laptop for inclusion with their assignments.

Trybus said students are able to produce in-depth projects using technology.

Trybus also uses a SMARTBoard, which is an interactive whiteboard, in his classroom to help
students with their assignments. Trybus can place information on the SMARTBoard for group
discussion.

He said the technology in his classroom allows students more opportunities to succeed.

Eric Zelanko, the district’s director of curriculum and technology, said having technology in the 

classrooms creates student attentiveness.

“Our school board is committed to technology and they see the value of it,” he said. “If it’s
something that benefits the kids, we will find the money for it.”

Zelanko said SMARTboards cost between $3,000 and $4,000 each, and many of the core
classrooms in the district have one.

“For us, technology is ingrained in our curriculum, it’s almost second nature,” he said. “The
science department is probably the best example of that.”

He said technology reinforces the teaching standards.

Students and parents can also log onto the Portage Area School District Web site to download
material for homework assignments, he said. 

Trybus is a graduate of Penn Cambria High School, Cresson, St. Francis University, Loretto, and
the United States Sports Academy in Daphne, Ala. He has been a teacher at Portage Area High
School for 19 years.

Previously, he taught at Bishop Guilfoyle High School, Altoona, for six years.

He said he enjoys the small classes at Portage because that allows him to give students
individual attention. 

His largest class is about 24 students and his advanced courses only have a handful of students.

“That’s one of the things I love about working at a smaller school,” he said. “The smaller classes
allow me to interact with all of the students for individual attention.”

Trybus is also head of the district’s science department, gifted program director, graduation
project director and alumni coordinator.

“You wear a bunch of different hats when you work in a small school,” he said. “It’s fun and it
keeps you hopping.”

As head of the science department, Trybus coordinates curriculum and handles the budgeting
and ordering of materials.

Trybus said his goal is to provide a smooth transition from preschool-age to senior-high science
courses.

“I work to coordinate all programs so that we’re not doing things differently,” he said.

Colleen Freyvogel can be reached at 532-5055 or cfreyvogel@tribdem.com.
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postage goof
Tiny works of art, postage stamps
tell the stories of our country and our world.
And now there's a new stamp that tells the
story of a postal mishap that happened in
1918.
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